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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as shown below. A complete listing of all pending claims is 
presented. 

1 . (Original) A tape drive apparatus comprising: 

tape-oriented recording and/or reproducing means for recording and/or reproducing 
information to and/or from a magnetic tape housed in a tape cassette furnished as a recording 
medium, said tape cassette being loaded in the apparatus; 

memory accessing means for accessing a memory which is incorporated in said tape 
cassette furnished as said recording medium and which at least holds management information 
for write and/or read operations to and/or from said magnetic tape, said memory accessing 
means writing and/or reading information to and/or from said memory following the accessing; 

memory-oriented information acquiring means for acquiring identification information 
from said memory through an access operation thereto performed by said memory accessing 
means, said identification information being stored in said memory as part of said management 
information and assigned uniquely to said tape cassette so as to distinguish said tape cassette 
from other tape cassettes; 

tape-oriented information acquiring means for acquiring identification information from 
said magnetic tape through an access operation thereto performed by said tape-oriented 
recording and/or reproducing means, said identification information being recorded in a 
predetermined area on said magnetic tape and supposed to be the same in content as the 
memory-stored identification information; 



3 



Application No. 10/750,8 13 



Docket No.: SON-2894 



determining means for determining whether there is a match between said memory-stored 
identification information acquired by said memory-oriented information acquiring means on the 
one hand and the tape-stored identification information acquired by said tape-oriented 
information acquiring means on the other hand; and 

operation controlling means for controlling the recording and/or reproduction of 
information to and/or from said recording medium by controlling the operation of said tape- 
oriented recording and/or reproducing means at least in accordance with a result of the 
determination made by said determining means. 

2. (Original) A recording and/or reproducing method for use with a tape drive apparatus, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

recording and/or reproducing information to and/or from a magnetic tape housed in a tape 
cassette furnished as a recording medium, said tape cassette being loaded in the apparatus; 

accessing a memory which is incorporated in said tape cassette furnished as said recording 
medium and which at least holds management information for write and/or read operations to 
and/or from said magnetic tape, said memory accessing step writing and/or reading information 
to and/or from said memory following the accessing; 

acquiring from said memory identification information which is stored in said memory as 
part of said management information and assigned uniquely to said tape cassette so as to 
distinguish said tape cassette from other tape cassettes; 

acquiring from said magnetic tape identification information which is recorded in a 
predetermined area on said magnetic tape and supposed to be the same in content as the 
memory-stored identification information; 
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determining whether there is a match between said memory-stored identification 
information acquired in the memory-oriented information acquiring step on the one hand and the 
tape-stored identification information acquired in the tape-oriented information acquiring step on 
the other hand; and 

controlling the recording and/or reproduction of information to and/or from said recording 
medium at least in accordance with a result of the determination made in said determining step. 
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